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From the Rector:

This is the eternal Christian proclamation that def ines us as a Christian People. It was St.
Augustine, Bishop of Hippo in the fourth century, w ho declared, “We are an Easter People,
and ‘Alleluia’ is our cry!” Of all the religious h olidays and observances that mark the
Christian year, with the changing colors of vestmen ts and banners and altar trappings that

visually remind us of the cyclical passage of time throughout each year, it is Easter, the
celebration of the Resurrection, the commemoration of the liberation and victory of Jesus of
Nazareth over the powers and forces of the world, i  ncluding even death, that distinguishes

us from all others on the Earth. He Is Risen! And we are indeed an Easter People...

One need only to flip to the Episcopal calendar for this month, April, to see the progression
from the last few days of Lent in purple, to the br  ight scarlet days of Holy Week marking the
return of Jesus to Jerusalem on the Sunday of the P alms to face His trial, judgment, and
execution on Maundy Thursday and Good Friday, follo  wed by the brilliant pure whiteness
indicating Easter Sunday and the ensuing weeks of t  he Easter Season which complete the
rest of the month. The only discordant note in thi s colorful progression from darkness to
light is the scarlet red of Saturday, April 25th, t  he Feast of Saint Mark, the Evangelist, and
author of the earliest Gospel to proclaim all this Good News. His feast day is indicated in the
red color of the blood of a martyr, a withess to Je  sus, one who paid for his testimony with his
own life. This is a solemn reminder of the sacrifi ~ ces of so many in the early years of our faith
tradition who remained true to the proclamation tha t, “The Lord is risen,” in a time when the
world didn’t want to hear such a message. Itisso  bering to realize that we also live in such a
time. In this, the holiest and most joyous part of the Christian year, may we remember that
our faith continues to require sacrifice and dedica tion for the living of a Christian Life, loving
God, loving our neighbors as ourselves, loving each other as He loves us, and proclaiming
regularly, “The Lord is risen! He is risen indeed! Alleluia! Alleluial!”

As members of St. Christopher’s, we seek to act as a part of the body of
Christ in response to God'’s love and grace by:

«  praising God together in Christ-centered worship

r)ro_wdlng opportunities for education and spiritual growth for all
oving and supporting each other in our life to?eth er, and

reaching out to our community and larger world in | ove and service.
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Srewaros"np Budgeted Actual

Income & Expenses
(through F ebruary 28, 2009)

eport
Plate $ 1,680.00 5,251.39
Pledge 27,174.20 25,717.00
Other 1,950.00 3,302.83
Total Income $ 30,804.20 $ 34,271.22
Expenses $ 30,804.50 $ 29,590.05
Balance: Inc.-Exp. $ -.30 $ 4,681.17

Vestry Retreat Highlights

* The Vestry retreat was held at the church
on February 20 - 21.

e The restroom remodel made the budget
seem overdrawn in Repairs and
Maintenance, but Podi stated we are still in
good shape because the money will be taken
from Contingency and will be refunded to
Repairs and Maintenance.

* The Vestry renewed Fr. Way's covenant.

* A new printer will be purchased for the
office for $299. The Personnel Committee is
interviewing people for a bookkeeper
position with a long-term goal of a full-time
administrative assistant. The Deacons
covenants still need to be renewed.

* Jr. Warden Donnie Evans reported that
the bathroom remodel is completed.

» Christian Education - There will be no
children’s Sunday School on March 15 and
Easter Sunday. Lisa Morgan will be taking
over Susie Broome’s role in May.

* Fr. Way will commission vestry members
at the 10:00 service on February 22.

* During Lent Fr. Way will lead a study
following the Wednesday night suppers.

» The vestry began forming committees
and reviewed the parish by-laws and the
congregation members’ “wish list.”

* Fr. Way and Carole Wolf will draw up a
Resolution of Appreciation for Bishop Mayer.

» The vestry voted to contribute $500 to the
fund for Bishop Mayer’s vestments.

» Jane Barnes will be asked to update the
pari ‘J;IC\JI 1)

(V)BEADLINE

Our Food Pantry is requestin g the
following items through Apri | 19:

canned chili, muffin mixes,
shampoo, dish soap

Please pick up a few items in these categories
when you shop and place them in the basket at
the church entrance.

- St. Christopher’s chapter of Daughters
of the King will meet on Sunday, A  pril
5, following the 10:00 service . The
ladies will complete their discussion of
Same

Kind of Different as Me , by Ron Hall and
Denver

Moore. Members should bring ideas for a new
book for our next study. Any woman is
welcome to visit this meeting. Contact Annie
Cashell for more information.

DOK Prayer Cards
There are prayer request cards in all of the
pews in the church. Any time you or someone
you know has a need or desire for prayers,
please fill out one of these cards and give it to a
DOK member or put it in the little wooden box

on theaaiadanesahalhahinc e lasnaualadh e

church.

Presiding Bishop Visits St. C's

On Sunday, March 22, the Presiding Bishop of
the Episcopal Church in the USA visited St.
Christopher's and was the celebrant at the
10:00 service. FoIIowmg a parlsh receptlon and




Environmental Stewardship

This information is from the “Green American” news letter, provided by Jane Ann Wilson.
The author of this article is Alisa Gra  vitz, Executive Director, Green America.

Let's hear it for Green Americans!

Time and again, those of you who follow the green |  ifestyle show a resilience that can stand
up to all kinds of crises in our economy.

For example, when gas prices rose, we saw millions of Americans cutting back on their

driving. Green Americans were doing this already. When Juneau, Alaska faced an avalanche-
induced power outage last spring, the town reduced its electricity use by 30%. Green
Americans have been pursuing energy efficiency for years, And recently it has been reported
that the economic downturn can be seen at our natio n's landfills, which have been taking in

less trash, as more Americans shift to thrift -- re  ducing, reusing, and recycling. Smart
consumption and pursuing zero waste: again it's Gr een Americans leading the way

Thrift is a traditional value in our country. My g randmother told me stories about raising her

young family during World War Il, when the shift to thrift helped mobilize an America in crisis

to overcome great obstacles. She recycled all of h  er aluminum foil for the war effort, stopped

buying nylon stockings, planted a victory garden, a nd saved money for the war-bond effort.
As tough as those times were, my grandmother felt t hat what she did every day mattered for
the country and her children’s future.

We’'re at just such a crossroads with our economy to day. Like the economy my grandmother
experienced during World War 1l, we need to move th e emphasis of our economy away from
consumer goods as the driving engine. But instead of a war effort, the priority now needs to
be on a new green engine -- economic activity and j  obs that bring about a sustainable future --
from energy efficiency, mass transit, and sustainab le agriculture. to education, health, and
building resilient communities that make sure no on e is left behind.

From time to time someone comes up with a dish so d elicious that lots of
people request the rec ipe. When space permits, I'll print some recipes.

Cocktail Empanadas
from Missy Ratcliff

Refrigerated pie dough -- 1 makes about 8 - 10 empa nadas
Roll out and cut with 3 1/2” round cutt  er

Chicken Filling

3 cups cooked shredded chicken 4 o0z. cream cheese - softened

1 cup shredded cheddar cheese 1 med. red or green bell pepper, chopped fine
1 tsp. ground cumin salt to taste

Moisten the edges of the pie circles; fill and fold in half. Crimp edges with a fork.

Brush with egg or melted butter.
Bake on well-greased cookie sheet at 400 degrees fo  r 15 minutes.

Cheese filling
4 oz. cream cheese, softened 1 cup shre dded cheddar 1 Tbsp. chili powder




Sundays & Wednesdays & Holy Days in April

You will get more out of our worship together if yo u take a little time beforehand
to look at the Scripture lessons and think about ou r special prayer intentions.

Wednesday, April 1, Frederick Denison Maurice
Ephesians 3:14-19 Psalm 72:11-17 John 18:33-37
Service of Holy Eucharist & Unction at 5:30 pm - So  up & bread supper at 6:00
Lenten program following supper

Palm Sunday, April 5
Mark 11:1-11 Psalm 118:1-2, 19-29 Isaiah 50:4-9a

Psalm 31:9-16 Philippians 2:5-11 Mark 15:1-47
NOTE: This service begins outdoors at the 10:00 se  rvice. Bring a musical instrument.

Maundy Thursday, April 9
Exodus 12:1-14 Psalm 116:1, 10-17 | Corinthians 11:23-26 J ohn 13:1-17, 31b-35
Service includes foot washing - Bishop Scott Mayer will officiate - Service at 6:00 pm

Good Friday, April 10
Good Friday Service at St. Paul's - Noon
Stations of the Cross Liturgy - 6:00 pm
Isaiah 52:13-53:12 Psalm 22 Hebrews 10:16-25 John 18:1-19:42

Holy Saturday, April 11 - 10:00 am
Job 14:1-14 Psalm 130 | Peter 4:1-8 Matthew 2 7:57-66
Some elements of the Holy Saturday liturgy will be from the
Eastern Orthodox Tradition.

Holy Saturday, April 11 - The Great Easter Vigil -  7:00 pm
Genesis 1:1-2:4a Genesis 22: 1-18 Exodus 14:10-31; 15:20-21 Isaiah 55:1-11
Ezekiel 37:1-14 Zephaniah 3:12-20 Romans 6:3-11 Psalm 114 Mark 16:1-8

Easter Sunday, April 12
Isaiah 25:6-9 Psalm 11 8:1-2, 14-24 | Corinthians 15:1-11

Acts 10:34-43 John 20:1-8
An Easter Egg Hunt for the children will follow the 10:00 service!!!

Wednesday, April 15 - Wednesday in Easter Week
Acts 3:1-10 Psalm 105:1-8 Luke 24:13-35 John 20:19-31
Service of Holy Eucharist & Unction at 5:30 pm - Ag  ape supper at 6:00

Second Sunday in Easter, April 19
Acts 4:32-35 Psalm 133 | John 1:1-2:2 John 20:19-31

Wednesday, April 22, Feast of St. Anselm
Romans 5:1-11 Psalm 139:1-9 Matthew11:25-30
Service of Holy Eucharist & Unction at 5:30 pm - Ag  ape supper at 6:00

Third Sunday in Easter, April 26
Acts 3:12-19 Psalm 4 | John 3:1-7 Luke 24:36b-48

Wednesday, April 29, Feast of Catherine of Siena
| John 1:5 - 2:2 Psalm 36:5-10 Luke 12:22-24, 29-31
Service of Holy Eucharist & Unction at 5:30 pm - Ag  ape supper at 6:00



Other Services and Programs in April

This is a very busy and holy month. Larry McEache rn is offering noon brown bag lectures
daily from Monday, March 30 - Friday, April 3 on “H  oly Week in the Gospel of Mark.” See a
longer article about these programs elsewhere in th is newsletter.

There will be simple services with readings and med itations at 5:30 pm every day during Holy
Week, leading up to Maundy Thursday and Good Friday . The service Wednesday evening will
include anointing of the sick. The 5:30 services wi Il continue each weekday evening at 5:30 pm
through the week following Easter Sunday. Check th is month’s schedule and calendar
carefully for times and places of the various servi ces that commemorate the Passion and
Resurrection of our Lord Jesus the Christ.

Notes from the Senior Warden

Let's remember what Eucharist is—thanksgiving, and let's celebrate the thanksgivings we
have to offer each other. They are part of loving each other. Here are some for this month’s—
not all—but some. In the future, please offer the thanks you know about for the newsletter
each month, and let's show each other that we notic e and appreciate each other’s gifts.

Thank you to:

Michael Stone for the beautiful flute music

Our choir who enhance our worship week after week

Our young acolytes as well as the adults

Our Sunday school leaders

Our deacons who serve us and others

Our food pantry volunteers

Our vestry

John Wolf for serving on the audit committee along with Mel Barnes

Our ECW members who provide meals for Canterbury an  d for St. Benedict's

Everyone who donated clothing for the Hope Shalom m inistry

Paula and Donnie Evans for getting pew cushions sho rtened and tile cleaned

Mel Barnes for another display board for family cro sses

Wendell and Diane Aycock for donating a computer fo r the Christian Education Office

Nancy McReynolds and Martha Robinson for tending th e bell tower garden

Carolyn Jones for tending the flower pots in the co urtyard

Missy Ratcliff for keeping the kitchens supplied wi th plates, napkins, coffee, etc.

Jane Ann Wilson and the musicians who provided musi c for the Presiding Bishop’s visit

EVERYONE WHO PARTICIPATED IN THE CONSECRATION OF BI SHOP SCOTT MAYER AND

THE VISIT OF THE PRESIDING BISHOP TO OUR PARISH

Jane Barnes, Carolyn Jones, and Debbie Maines who h  elped to organize our workers

We had about 35 of our members who served in differ  ent capacities for the consecration
service and our usual wonderful parish family helpers who hosted the reception for The
Most Reverend Katharine Jefferts Schori

Karen Hodges and Jane Seaver who took the leftov  er food from our feast to the homeless at
the library

Steve Maines for his years of service as Coordinato  r of Usher Teams

Let's give thanks for our whole church family.




Holy Week According to the Gospel of Mark

Larry McEachern, Facilitator

St. Christopher’s Episcopal Church is pleased to an nounce a Lenten Bible Study

entitled “Holy Week According To The Gospel Of Mar  k.” The study will be con-

ducted in lecture format and will be presented each day at 12:00 o’clock noon from Monday,
March 30 through Friday, April 3 and will last for one hour. [NOTE: THIS IS THEW EEK PRIOR
TO HOLY WEEK.] You are welcome to bring a brown ba g lunch at 11:30 am for some pre-
study fellowship.

During this study of Holy Week, we will utilize the Gospel of Mark. We will do this for a couple
of reasons. First, theological scholarship has est ablished a strong consensus that Mark was
the first of the New Testament evangelists to compo  se his gospel. Therefore, when we read
Mark, we are reading the gospel story in its most p  rimitive form. Matthew and Luke both used
Mark as their major source. As we visit Mark durin g this study, we will compare and contrast
the manner in which Mark relates the events of this week with the gospels of Matthew and
Luke. In several instances, the amendments to the story created by Matthew and Luke have
become much better known than Mark’s original procl amation.

There is also another reason why we will utilize Ma rk's gospel. Mark alone of all the
evangelists went out of his way to relate the event s of Jesus' last week in a chronological

manner, while the other evangelists retained some, but not all, of these indications of time. In

fact, Mark not only chronicles the events of Holy W  eek on a day-by-day basis, he alone also
details morning and evening events in careful three -hour intervals beginning at 6 am and
ending at 6 pm. Thus, Mark alone has taken conside rable care to tell his story in such manner

that his readers are able to follow the events of H  oly Week day by day and eventually hour by
hour. Mark has thus crafted a very structured Holy Week liturgy that progresses from Palm
Sunday to Easter Sunday. We will also explore some interpretive strategies that will perhaps

shed new light on the Easter experience for the par ticipants. Your attendance will be most
appreciated.

Let us not give up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but let us encourage
one another . ... Hebrews 10:25 (NIV)

After moving a few months ago, | started  attending a new church nearby. | went every
Sunday, singing the songs and listening to the serm on. | even took notes.

The only problem was that was all | did. | didn’t join a Bible study, volunteer to hand
out bulletins or play for the softball team. | usu ally arrived a few minutes late and left
immediately after the service concluded, so | didn’ t get to know any of my fellow churchgoers.

Then one Sunday | ran into Rachael, a fr iend from college. She had been attending the
church, too. But, unlike me, Rachael had gotten in volved. She was attending a Bible study
and had helped with registration for the upcoming r etreat. She was part of the community.

Driving home from church that day, | fin  ally understood that showing up on Sunday
morning isn’t enough. Having a relationship with G od requires having relationships with His
people, because it's through them that I will give and receive His love.

This past week | arrived early and met a  few folks before the service started. Who
knows? Maybe I'll even start handing out bulletins

Lord, Your Word compares the church to a body. Ple  ase show me the part | was meant to play




A Reader’s Corner
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“ICONS OF LOSS AND GRACE: MOMENTS FROM THE NATURAL WORLD.” By Susan Hanson.
Lubbock, TX: Texas Tech University Press, 2004. (20 1p)

“Like the icon that is both itself and more than it self, landscapes draw us deep into a mystery
we can't penetrate alone. They are the door betwee n our inside and outside levels” (p.197).
Thus does Susan Hanson, a lay Episcopal chaplain (f rom San Marcos, TX) write of finding God
and spiritual wholeness through nature. An avid ga rdener and inveterate hiker and percher-on-
rocks, she writes, “In learning to pay attention to a little patch of ground, we learn to pay
attention to the world. We learn about limits and loss, about nature and the subtleties of
growth, about the power of life itself” (p.76).

Fifty-four short essays (averaging 3 - 4 pages) are arranged into three sections where
questions of how we deal with change and loss are a  ddressed. In “Innocence”, she reflects on
the wonders found in our world, her perceptions ran ging from thoughts about stars and
galaxies to the lowly dung beetle at work. The midd le section offers musings on the

inevitability of “Loss”, both personal and in the n atural world. Here, she is also confounded by
the simplest of things and awed by the complexity o f life. In “Grace”, the final essays focus on
reconciliation with love and with loss, a reconcili ation through nature (and in essence, through

the mystery of God and God'’s handiwork).

All vignettes come from brief, focused moments in p articular places (her garden, the Lebh
Shomea retreat center, Monahans Sandhills State Pa rk) where her ability to dissect and
expand her experiences finds expression through her love for the world around her and where
these experiences become cultivated verbal soil for us, her readers.

Susan Hanson has worked as a journalist and is a lo  ngtime member of the English faculty at
Texas State University-San Marcos. She served as t heir Episcopal chaplain from 1996-2007.
She is currently the Province 7 Coordinator in High er Education.

An open invitation:

| would like to invite any reader or viewer to join me in this column. If you have read a book or
seen a movie that you wish to recommend to other re  aders/viewers, please email me
(candia.thew@ttuhsc.edu) with your suggestion. | ¢ an submit a “guest” review or | can add an
addendum to my own contribution by naming the book or movie (title) and recommended by
(vour name)

Envelopes will be in the pews soon for donat ions toward the beautiful

Easter

lilies that will decorat e our altar on Easter. On the outside of the envel ope
write

your name and the person( s) you wish to honor. Put a check for whatever
amount you wish inside and place it in the offering plate or leave it at the church office.
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There will be an Easter Egg Hunt for the childrenf  ollowing the 10:00 service




Look Inward to Find the Way Upward
%‘\ E“SCOPAL by Robert Radtke, President, ERD
IS AN LeVEIORIMens

Lent is a period of reflection and introspection; a time
to renew our faith by heeding Jesus’ call to care f  or one another. But this year, in the midst of
an economic meltdown that threatens the prosperity of the fortunate and jeopardizes the very
survival of those who are less so, it is especially important that we examine whether we are
putting our faith and shared values into action.

We should ask again what our responsibility is to o ur fellow human beings who lack the
creature comforts and opportunities that we too oft en take for granted. Obviously, in good
times, it is relatively easy to fulfill this centra | obligation of our faith. But it is in hard times that
our dedication to doing the right thing is tested.

In may ways, the times require that we take a new | 0ok at our priorities. What do we truly need,
and what can we do without? When we must sacrifice , do we do less for ourselves or less for
others?

There are ways that we can seek to achieve a modern -day equivalent to the parable of the
loaves and fishes -- creating abundance out of scar  city, the ultimate win-win solution.

For all of us, the question is, how can we have the greatest impact with our limited resources?
At ERD we give top priority to efforts that reach t  he greatest number of people in the most
transformative way, that are sustainable, and that operate at the lowest possible cost. Perhaps
more important, we always seek to empower the benef iciaries of our work with tools they can
use to improve their lives today, and for the month s and years to come.

| hope you continue to believe that even in hard ec  onomic times, donating to Episcopal Relief &
Development is an important way to put your spiritu al priorities into action -- and the most
efficient way of creating abundance out of scarcity . 1 wish you an inspiring, invigorating season
of reflection and renewal this Lent, and | thank yo  u for all you are doing to heal a hurting world.
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On the occasion of Presiding Bishop Katharine Jeffe rts-Schori’s visit to St. Christopher’s on
March 22, $682.00 was collected for Episcopal Relie f and Development in honor of her visit to
our parish and of our new Bishop Scotf Maver’'s cons ecration

The Episcop al Church Women of St. Christopher’s invite everyon etoan

Brunch on E aster Sunday morning. Egg casseroles, fruit, muffi ns, juice

and coffee will be served following the 8:00 am service, s o those who

attend eith er service that day can enjoy a good meal and som e special
Easter fellowship. Contact Debbie Maines to volunt  eer to bring food.

L e L L e

If you've been in the fellowship hall in the basem  ent recently, you may have
noticed a large board on which have been affixed nu  merous crosses. These
crosses have all been donated by people or groups within St. Christopher’s

in thanksgiving for what this church family means to them. There is now a
new, completely blank, board with room for many mo re crosses. If you and
your family or some group you belong to would like to donate a cross to be

hung on this board, leave the cross inthe churc  h office or give it to Claire




* On the occasion of the Presiding Bishop's

visit we had an attendance of 185. Wouldn't it
be great to have that many every week?

e The Presiding Bishop’s sermon from her

visit to St. Christopher's is posted on the

Episcopal Church website. Go to “The
Episcopal Church USA” and click on “Meet

Our Presiding Bishop.” Then click on

“Sermons and Addresses”, and up pops her

“Sermon for St. Christopher’s, Lubbock,

Texas.”

* More ushers are needed on several teams.
Terry Kireilis is now the Usher Teams
Coordinator. Let Terry or any usher know if

you would like to join an usher team.

 There is always a need for Coffee time
hosts. Sign up on the lists in either kitchen.

« We are in the process of updating the
parish directory, again. If any of your contact

information has changed, or if anything is

missing or incorrect in the current one, please

let Jane Barnes know.

e Save your aluminum cans to help send our
young people to the summer youth camps at

Quarterman Conference Center. Leave sacks
of cans in the Narthex or give them to
Kathleen or Rebekah Borsch.

*  WEAR YOUR NAMETAG!!!!

 We've had some marvelous soups brought
to the Wednesday evening suppers during
Lent. If you'll send or give the recipes for your

soups to Jane Barnes, she’ll collect them and

print them for sharing.

e The Brotherhood of St. Christopher’s has
collected pecans from the trees on our
property and has had them shelled. Now, they
will be glad to sell you some. The are
packaged in 1 Ib. packages and sell for $6.00 a
package. The guys will be selling them on
Wednesday evenings and Sunday mornings
until they are all gone.
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Claire Randolph April 5

Cole Adams Apr il 6
Reagan Thomas April 7
Roger Schaefer April 11
Aiden Finley Ap ril 14
Kendra Jackson April 14
Elizabeth Jones April 14
Scott Stofel A pril 14
Susie Broome April 15
Kathy Davies Apr il 15
Les Jackson Apr il 18
Allison Boye Ap ril 19
Jo Edwards Apr il 21
Roy Wilson Ap ril 21
Ciera Otto April 23
Audra Day A pril 29
Worth & Dennis Fullingim April 3

John & Jo Edwards April 14

Arnold & Nancy O’Clair April 24

John McCollum & Cheryl Hall April 25

*If your birthday or anniversary is missing,
please let Jane Barnes know, as she is trying
to be sure everyone is included.
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The Bishop’s Happening Movement is
coming back to the Diocese of Northwest
Texas!! A Happening weekend will take place
at the Bishop Quarterman Conference Center
May 15 - 17. All high school students (current
freshman through graduating senior) are
welcome! Mark your calendars and be on the
lookout for more information. If you would

like a registration form sent directly to you,

would like to volunteer to help or have
questions, please contact Kim Rogers
(Happening Coordinator, Diocese of
Northwest Texas) at kimberly.rogers@ttu.edu
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